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The Regina-Saskatoon Region has seen its manufacturing industry decline in both output and employment over the past 
decade. Due to productivity gains and a declining manufacturing labour force, the Region is not expected to face 
recruitment challenges going forward. In fact, an excess labour supply of more than 2,800 workers is projected between 

2016 and 2025. Notable factors affecting the manufacturing industryôs outlook include: 

1. The Regionôs aging population is anticipated to drive replacement demand as experienced workers retire. This is 
particularly relevant for manufacturing, whose workforce is slightly older than the overall labour force. The Region will 
see rapid population growth (2.2% per year until 2020) that is mainly driven by in-migration. Strong growth in the 
population share of the 35-44 age group will help offset the retiring population and reduce manufacturingôs dependence 
on migrants from other provinces and outside the manufacturing industry labour force. However, the low rates of youth 
employment in manufacturing present an opportunity for migrants to play an important role in manufacturingôs future in 

the Region. 

2. Manufacturing employment in the Region, driven mainly by the petroleum and coal products and primary metal sectors 
in Regina and food and primary metal in Saskatoon, is projected for negative growth going forward. Employment is 
anticipated to contract by 0.7% annually until 2020 and growth will remain negative through 2025. Regional 
employment across all industries will fare better, with healthy employment growth and an unemployment rate below 

4.0% by 2020. 

3. The decline in manufacturing employment is due to productivity gains in the workforce and a lack of new positions 
which would require additional hiring. Due to declining manufacturing employment, nearly 300 workers annually need 

to seek employment in other industries or regions. 

4. Some occupations are harder to fill across the manufacturing industry due to low supply. Manufacturing managers, 
construction millwrights, and sheet metal workers are some of the key occupations expected to face occasional to 

chronic challenges in finding or retaining skilled workers at points during the remainder of the decade.              

 

*place of work (POW) 

  

 Regina-Saskatoonõs Economic Profile, 2016 

  Population                                                                          594,681 

  Employment (POW)                                                           273,951 

  Manufacturing Share of Employment  (POW)                       5.3%  

  Unemployment Rate                                                                  5% 

  Real GDP ($2007 Millions)                                                    34,824 

  Manufacturing Share of GDP                                                   7.6% 

  Manufacturing Requirements (2016-2025)                       819 

  Recruitment Gap  (2016-2025)                                             -2,808 



 

 

Manufacturing Relative to Other Industries 

Manufacturing Relative to Other Industries 

The manufacturing industry accounted for just 8% of the Regina-Saskatoon Regionôs total GDP in 2016. This share has 
remained stable over the last decade but is 
expected to decline as the Region pivots to a 
more service-based economy. Manufacturingôs 
share of GDP is projected to fall below 7% by 
2020. Nearly a third of the Regionôs GDP is 
accounted for by the finance and insurance 
(18%) and mining, oil and gas (13%) industries. 
Other top industries by output include 

construction (8%) and wholesale trade (8%). 

The Regina-Saskatoon Regionôs economy was 
marginally impacted by the 2009 recession. 
Although overall regional output remained flat 
in 2009 there was no significant drop in output 
as seen in other regions across Canada. 
Regional output has expanded rapidly since 
then, with an average annual growth rate of 
3.8% between 2009 and 2016. Growth in the 
Region is expected to slow slightly but still 
remain high. An average annual growth rate of 
3.2% is expected for the 2016-2020 period. 
Manufacturing output also fared well during and 
after the recession, with annual growth a robust 
3.7% since 2009. However, growth in 
manufacturing output is anticipated to drop to 
2.0% annually through 2020. As a result, 
several industries are expected to outpace 
manufacturingôs expansion rate over the 
remainder of the decade. Wholesale trade, 
professional services, and finance and 
insurance are just some of the industries 
projected to grow at an annual rate above 2.0% 

through 2020. 

STATE OF REGINA-SASKATOONôS MANUFACTURING SECTOR 

Source: Prism Economics. 

Average Annual Growth, 2010-2020 

Source: Prism Economics. 
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